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(54) TUBULAR INSERTION TOOL 

(57)Abstract: ' 

PURPOSE: To provide a tubular insertion tool capable of surely 
observing a tube wall in a fine tube by allowing only the short portion 
of the tip section of an insertion section to be bent, and employing it 
as the insertion section of an endoscope. 

CONSTITUTION: A wire 8 made of a shape memory alloy is provided 
over the axial direction on the tip side of an insertion section 2, a tip 
side balloon 9a and rear end side balloons 9b changing the flexibility 
of the insertion section 2 are provided at part of the bending region 
of the insertion section 2 where the wire 8 is provided, the balloons 
9a, 9b are selectively inflated, the whole bending region can be bent, 
or part of the tip side can be bent. 
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